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A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, 455 teenagers were killed in traffic collisions investigated by the Highway Patrol 
during the past three years on North Carolina highways; and 

WHEREAS, traffic collisions remain the leading cause of teenage deaths in North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, one out of four 16-year-old drivers in North Carolina is involved in a car crash every 
year and nearly half of these crashes are serious enough to result in injury or death according to the 
University of North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center; and 

WHEREAS, young, inexperienced drivers do not fully recognize the risks involved in driving and 
do not have sufficient training to handle the complex task of driving, which often results in their making 
poor decisions; and 

WHEREAS, research has shown that young drivers are more easily distracted than experienced 
drivers; and 

WHEREAS, North Carolina has established a graduated drivers license program designed to 
address the main causes of crashes involving young drivers; and 

WHEREAS, traveling to and from school is one of the busiest times for teens on North Carolina 
roadways; and 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Crime Control and Public Safety, through the 
North Carolina State Highway Patrol, will conduct "Operation Drive to Live," a safety initiative to reduce 
collisions and fatalities involving teenage drivers by enforcing all traffic laws around the state' s schools 
and conducting traffic safety education programs at the high schools; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL F. EASLEY, Governor of the State of North Carolina, do 
hereby proclaim March-19-23, 2007, to be ' 'TEENS DRIVE TO LIVE WEEK" in North Carolina and 
call upon all of our citizens to encourage all teenage drivers to drive responsibly. 

MICHAEL F. EASLEY 

, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Great Seal ofd1e State of North 
d1is nineteenth day of Februruy in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, 

the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first. 


